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12 Septegber 1489
CURRENT SITUATION IH THE CUEMOY ISLARDH

i, Chinese Nationnidst Situation

. Heinforcesenis: Chinese Nationalist iroop sireugib

on the Guewoys ha® been raised Lo an estiwated 51,000
regulara Iy the arrivel of &n infantiry division and
i08me howitzer battazlion from Formosa., The american
military a&viwory group recommesds that three battalions
of 105ms howilsers sad & battery of 40ma anti-sircrafi
guns be sest 1o iLhe uewoys as additional reinforce-
meunls; the 155's wiil enable the Netiovaiists to shell
the entire Communisi-helid island of Asmoy.

Natiorulist guerrills strength on the COORDYS i3
now believed to be abouit 1,350 rather than the &,000
reporied previously, almost 10,000 of the 11,006
guerrilias ouce present on the islapds hove reportediy
Leen sent Lo Forwosa aad two small Nationalisi ismlands
to the north, Wuchiu and ¥hite Dog! guerrillas irom
Wuewoy have also goune 1o Tuagtiag isliand south of (he

HUesoyr .,

25X1

E. Freparatiouns for Defense:

Rationalist troups on the 25X1

eastern end of the leorger isiand are improviag
buttle positions ape exiending them norih und south.
iz of 8 Sepilember thaere were ouniy a few froops Ao

PACOM review(s) completed.
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patitle positions on Lhe western side of the island
t but trenches had been completed and were camouflaged.
an execellent’ traffic éﬁﬂt?ﬁl sysiem has re-
portediy Leen eﬂtahligheﬂ. Itroug points aliong the
coagt have HSlmm mortars, machine gung ang other

light infantry weapons. Defenses ob the southers

coast are reporied improved. | 25%1

25X1

C. Morale: The sorale of Nationallst Lrovps oOv the
Ouewoys is said to be excellent; they are especied
to fight welli if properly led and 1f aiy and uavel
superiority obtalns. The jezders themnelves are
reporied to be highly camp&tent young men, <Clvilians
are said to be settled aod culwm.

1I. Chinese Communist Situstien

a. S&trength: XNo changes bave been evidewt in the
strength of (Commurist 1yoops within 180 miles of
Amoy. There continue L0 be ai ieazt 150,000,
possibly 200,300, with even the leszer figure

sufficient for an atizck on the Quemoys.
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Logistics: PYollowing Ratiopalist attacks oo the
British freighter Inchkiida, caug&&'ig Lmoy barbor
during Natiounalist air raids, Hong Kong shipping
circles have ordered shipping to stay azway from
Amoy. This means that all supplies for swmoy will
nave 1O come over poor inland roads, probably
sufficient only for military supplies. Shipping
had been bringing in food, lumber and fertiliszer;

clviliag peeds for ihe /. moy area now may not be net.

Commupisl Freparations for attuck:

no

indications of a Communisti attespt to assembdle
forcer for an invasion of the Quemoysz. Beginning
with the srrival of the mousoon season in late
September or early October, waat&er factors would
favor the Couwmuuistes in ap attack on the Quemoys,
a8 rough walers would restrict Nationalimt
capabilities for anaval support 05 the Juenoy
garrigon; these weather cosditione would impede

2 Communigt attack ou the Tachens or Hatsus, which

lie much farther from the mainland,

& concentra-

tion of uwaval vessels in the Chushan islands, about
100 miles south of Shaoghai; the Tailpei press, mainly

unrelisble or wilitary intelligence, says thot thuis

e RF L
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concentretion includes 40 Communisi "warships’ and

7,000 rubber rafts, sowe of which are to be sent

; = 25X1
to Amoy nrd the 'coastal zreas.’

25X1
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Communist sctivity: Communist shelling of the
ouemoys continues, but only sporadically and with
little effect. 25X1
25X1

The domg Kong press reports that Copmunist
officiale at HSwatow, & coastal city 125 nilews
southwest of Amoy, have ordered civilian evacustion
of Swatow in preparation for av emergency, and
~great pumbers” of troop reinforcements are said
to have been arriviag there; these developments are
said to have resulted from Comsupist fears of &
Nationalist invasion of the southeast coast.

Mationslist Losses: Nationalist losses since

the 3 Septesber shelling include =i killed and
48 wounded, accordipg to American officiale at
raipei. Ome Nationalist gunboat and a wminelayer

have been damaged, at least one fighter piupe has
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been lost and thrae\dam&gad. Feiping radio, on
the other hand, claims to have shot down at least
geven Nationalist plases apd demaged about 30 others
with anti-aircraft and wachine gun fire.

Natiopalist fortifications ou Quemoy have
apparently been only slightly damanged by Communist
shelling.,

. Commuplst Lomses: The Nationalist defenme msinistry

clulee its air and sea forces have put large
nuabers of Communist ertillery and machine gun
emplecesenta ocut of operation and hsave destroyed
close to 400 junks. The number of junks reported
norually ic Amoy waters isa about 500, additional
Junks couid be brought in under cover of darkness
for use a3 =zesn 1ift of troops, but continued
Rationaliist air apd sea attacks wight well prevent
the Communist from concentrating an smphibious
force.

Peliping Hadlio’'s first reiaction to the air raids
was Lo belittle thewm, claiming that most bonmbs
"fell inte the sea. In the past few days, however,
Peipisg's anews reporis have esphasized Natiopalizi
bowbing and strafing of civilian targers. JFelping
reporte spprozimately 100 civilisans killed and
alleges that large aumbers of houseg and other

civil buildings bhuve been destiroyed iu Amoy
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and other villsges in Fukien Frovince. A broadcast
of 10 September notes the demand by a Fukien
fisherwan whose soGn had been wounded thai Communist

forcer must go to Formosa and put an end to this.’

I¥. Communist Statements on Iutentions

2
A .

No ¥ention of Us Forces: 48 of 1000 1:i September

@ashington time) no Feiping broadeast hed been
received which had made mention of the movement
of 08 naval and alr forces into Yormosa waters ou
5 ceptenber and their continuing presence ithere.
One recent broadcast, transemitting am article for
troop iudoctriration on the “'struggle for the
iiberation of Formoss, stated in 3 susmary of U8
actions regarding Formosa that the US “is also
dispatching its maval and mir forces (o conduct
demonstrations wnd provocations against China,”
but this broadcast did not refer specifically to
the Quomoys.

Asother recent broadeazt discusses the Juemoys
but evades the gquestion of U8 forces in the area.
It asserts that the US, "extremely worried by the
Communist bombardments of “handgit Chiaag troops
pecupying our Guewoy Island,” 18 now “steppiayg up
its plass’ for iascreased military aid to the
Batiopaliuts.

TOP “ECREY
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In contrast, a Moscow broadcast of 11 September
reports that "more American planes and naval vessels
have heen dispatched to 'protect' the island of
Taiwan....at the same time the Kuomintang bands....
are making piratical raids on China's coasts, and,
as instructed by thelr 4merican military masters,
are bombing and strafing Chinese towns and villages.

Hint Quemoy Operation Halted: Another Chinese

Communist broadcast appears to present the bombardment
of the Quemoys as a completed phase of a long-range
operation against the offshore islands, and hints

that further preparations are necessary before the
second phase can begin. It states that the Fukienese
populace is "enthuslastic over the triumph of the
People's Liberation Army on the Fukien froat," that

a message has been sent to the troops" congratulating
them on their victory,"” and that the people have
pledged themselves to 'greater efforts to increase
production and to fulfill their assignments in order
to support the People'’s Liberation Army for still
greater victories."

Conclusions: Peiping's failure to wention the presence
6f US forces in the Quewoy area and its hint that

further preparations are necessary do not comtitute

e
: i
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sufficient grounds for concluding that Peiping haw
definiteiy decided to postpone the Juewoy operation.
The US press, which the (hinese Communisis are
gknown to read carefully, has been reporting for
days that thé Natiomnl Seecurity Council would
decide ou 1. September whether US forces should
help protect the Juewoys aund other offshore imlands .,
Peiping smay well be reserving its position, pending
some indication of the results of the National

Security Council wmeeting.
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